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suggestiveness, it is St^U an.-excellent presentation. Not one of 
the least merits of the description is the fact that Lnohsinger is 
himself the author of the bulk of the experiments. The 
same author has furnished an interesting and novel para¬ 
graph on the galvanic currents of glands. As a pupil of Her¬ 
mann he does not admit the existence of any constant current in 
either the uninjured muscle or gland during repose. But during 
activity the galvanometer shows the establishment of a regular 
and constant current. In the case of sweat glands, where it oan 
be shown most positively, its direction is inward towards the 
gland. This secretion current is, according to Hermann, the cause 
of the galvanometric deviation observed on deriving from both 
(human) arms, while one is being contracted. On the skin of 
the frog similar observations were made. It seems however, 
that two currents arise in that locality on irritating the glands. 
The inward ourrent is produced in glands of alkaline secretion, 
while the secretion of an acid juice furnishes a current having 
an outward direction. These currents as well as the visible 
secretions are checked by atropin. 

The first part of the fifth volume contains also the chemistry 
of digestion by R. Maly. This chapter is quite thorough thougn 
somewhat encyclopaedic in style; although the methods are 
usually described, the author is still rather arbitrary in his 
judgment at times. An unwarrantable assumption it appears to 
us that Maly refuses to quote original memoirs in periodic liter¬ 
ature, and refers only to the yearly abstracts in Canstatt’s and 
other retrospects, and last, but not least, in-his own “Jahresbericht 
f. Thierchemie.” It seems also autocratic that he should refuse 
to bring the subject to a later date than the year 1878. 

h. o. 


• IV.—FABRE: NERVOUS DISORDERS. 


Les Relations Pathogkniques des Troubles Nerveux, ou les 
Troubles nerveux etudtes danB leurs Rapports R4ciproques 
de cause a effet avec les autres Phenomenes Morbides, par 
le Dr. Augustin Fabre. Legons recueillies par le Dr. Audi- 
bert. Paris, 1880. {The Pathogenic Relations of Nervous 
Disorders.) 

We cannot introduce this work better to the readers of the 
Journal than by quoting the author’s preface. He says : “My 
object in publishing this volume is not so much to meet a want 
in medical literature as to call attention to it. A complement is 
needed to the remarkable works on diseases of the nervous 
system that have recently appeared. They have studied with 
care the diseases themselves, but they have too much neglected 
the consideration of nervous affections in their relations with 
other disorders, especially with visceral lesions; reciprocal rela- 
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ease, are usually precadsd-byj^igastrioQr.retro-Bternal pfiin, and 
are due to two factors, throne nervous and the other vascular; 
the latter consisting in the cardiac alteration and the concomi¬ 
tant alteration of the arteries, and producing its effects through 
the cerebral anaemia resulting from these derangements, and the 
former a mere neurotic functional disorder, not usually serious, 
while the other is, as might be presumed, of the most serious 
import. In the pathogeny of the nervous troubles in cardiac 
disease, M. Fabre lays much stress on cardiao neuritis as explain¬ 
ing best the lasting nervous disturbances, while others may be 
attributed to a simple functional disorder, a neurosis, for the 
want of a better name. This oardiao neuritis, though difficult 
to anatomically demonstrate, has been actually found by MM. 
Peter and Lancereaux. The practical importance of this cardiac 
neuritis, if it exists, in a therapeutic point of view, will be ap¬ 
preciated when we consider that with symptoms of cardiac weak¬ 
ness we may have, in reality, actual inflammation of the most 
important cardiac apparatus, and instead of tonics and stimulants 
a revulsive and sedative treatment is really the one indicated. 

Seven chapters are given to the nervouB troubles in broncho¬ 
pulmonary diseases, and these are discussed with the same tho¬ 
roughness and detail as the preceding subjects. To give, how¬ 
ever, even a partial notion of the substance of these ohapters, to 
say nothing of the whole second part of the work, would require 
many pages of our journal. Our object in this notice haB been 
to call the attention of the ambitious reader to its subject; it 
would be clearly impossible to convey any adequate idea of the 
contents of the work. The author brings to his task ample read¬ 
ing, and, though in some tilings we may not aocept his conclu¬ 
sions, a generally good judgment. The work is an able one and 
well worthy of the attention of the profession. 


V.—A TREATISE ON COMMON FORMS OF FUNC¬ 
TIONAL NERVOUS DISORDERS. 


A Treatise on Common Forms of Functional Nbrvous Dis¬ 
orders. By L. Putzel, M.D. N ew York: Wm. Wood <fc Co. 
Pages 256. 1880. 

This is one of the volumes of Wood’s Dollar Library, written 
especially for the series of 1880. It is devoted entirely to a con¬ 
sideration of Chorea, Epilepsy, Neuralgia and Peripheral Paral¬ 
yses. 

In designating the above-mentioned affections as “ functional,” 
the author does not mean to imply that they do not include any 
“ change in the material structure of the organs involved,” but 
that the diseases considered “present no primary anatomical 
ohauges which are visible to the naked eye or to the mioroscope, 



